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SDK & Shell tools

Pdftools SDK

Archive Archive PDF files as PDF/A files
Compress & OptimizeReduce the size of PDF files
ConvertConvert to and from PDF files
Extract Extract data from PDF files
Merge & SplitDivide and combine PDF files
Sign & SecureSign and secure PDF files
ValidateValidate PDF and PDF/A files



Conversion Service
Automation server

Conversion Service

Integration at scaleIdeal for Insurances
PDF/A complianceIdeal for Government Archives
Workflow automationIdeal for Financial Services and Banking



APIs
Managed services and APIs

Pdftools Cloud

Viewing Solutions
Document reader and annotator

PDF Web Viewer
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PDF standards
PDF/A-4 Overview
Oct 3 2022, Updated Mar 13 2024

PDF/A-4 was published in the fall of 2020 and is therefore the latest part of the PDF/A series of standards. It is based on ISO 32000-2 (PDF 2.0) and is both an evolution of PDF/A-3, which is based on ISO 32000-2 (PDF1.7), and a consolidation of the PDF/E standard.


Profile
The -a ("Accessibility"), -u ("Unicode") and -b ("Basic") conformance levels that we know from earlier PDF/A variants are no longer offered in PDF/A-4. Instead, the standard comes with two new profiles:
	PDF/A-4e: PDF/A-4e ("Engineering") is intended for technical documents and replaces PDF/E. PDF/A-4e supports 3D models, rich media and 3D annotations as well as embedded files.

	PDF/A-4f: The requirements of PDF/A-3 have also been partially incorporated into PDF/A-4. Thus PDF/A-4f allows the embedding of arbitrary files.


PDF/A-3 vs PDF/A-4
Like PDF/A-3, its successor also allows attachments in other file formats. The differences between PDF/A-3 and PDF/A-4 can only be seen at second glance: PDF/A-4 better supports archiving of fillable forms because it allows non-static content in PDF documents in the form of JavaScript. This means that information about the values or logic of an interactive form can be stored and archived. Additionally, it simplifies the handling of digital signatures.
Conclusion
Since PDF 2.0, on which PDF/A-4 is based, is not yet established, it will probably be some time before PDF/A-4 becomes widespread on the market. This is because PDF/A-4 must not only be able to be created, but also validated and processed. However, many processing lines are not equipped for this. For the time being, we only advise customers to use PDF/A-4 if they have specific needs, such as archiving engineering documents.
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